FAITH

All Scriptures are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.
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I. What faith is?

Heb 11:1

1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

1
Now faith is the assurance (the confirmation, the title-deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality -- faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses.  (Amplified Bible)

Strongs definition

4102  pistis (pis'-tis);from 3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself: 

KJV-- assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

Vines


pistis ^4102^, primarily, "firm persuasion," a conviction based upon hearing (akin to peitho, "to persuade"), is used in the NT always of "faith in God or Christ, or things spiritual."


The word is used of (a) trust, e. g., <Rom. 3:25> [see Note (4) below]; <1 Cor. 2:5; 15:14,17; 2 Cor. 1:24; Gal. 3:23> [see Note (5) below]; <Phil. 1:25; 2:17; 1 Thes. 3:2; 2 Thes. 1:3; 3:2>; (b) trust-worthiness, e. g., <Matt. 23:23; Rom. 3:3>, RV, "the faithfulness of God"; <Gal. 5:22> (RV, "faithfulness"); <Titus 2:10>, "fidelity"; (c) by metonymy, what is believed, the contents of belief, the "faith," <Acts 6:7; 14:22; Gal. 1:23; 3:25> [contrast <3:23>, under (a)]; <6:10; Phil. 1:27; 1 Thes. 3:10; Jude 3,20> (and perhaps <2 Thes. 3:2>); (d) a ground for "faith," an assurance, <Acts 17:31> (not as in KJV, marg., "offered faith"); (e) a pledge of fidelity, plighted "faith," <1 Tim. 5:12>.


The main elements in "faith" in its relation to the invisible God, as distinct from "faith" in man, are especially brought out in the use of this noun and the corresponding verb, pisteuo; they are (1) a firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement of God's revelation or truth, e. g., <2 Thes. 2:11-12>; (2) a personal surrender to Him, <John 1:12>; (3) a conduct inspired by such surrender, <2 Cor. 5:7>. Prominence is given to one or other of these elements according to the context. All this stands in contrast to belief in its purely natural exercise, which consists of an opinion held in good "faith" without necessary reference to its proof. The object of Abraham's "faith" was not God's promise (that was the occasion of its exercise); his "faith" rested on God Himself, <Rom. 4:17,20-21>. See ASSURANCE, BELIEF, FAITHFULNESS, FIDELITY.


Notes: (1) In <Heb. 10:23>, elpis, "hope," is mistranslated "faith" in the KJV (RV, "hope"). (2) In <Acts 6:8> the most authentic mss. have charis, "grace," RV, for pistis, "faith." (3) In <Rom. 3:3>, RV, apistia, is rendered "want of faith," for KJV, "unbelief" (so translated elsewhere). See UNBELIEF. The verb apisteo in that verse is rendered "were without faith," RV, for KJV, "did not believe." (4) In <Rom. 3:25>, the KJV wrongly links "faith" with "in His blood," as if "faith" is reposed in the blood (i. e., the death) of Christ; the en is instrumental; "faith" rests in the living Person; hence the RV rightly puts a comma after "through faith," and renders the next phrase "by His blood," which is to be connected with "a propitiation." Christ became a propitiation through His blood (i. e., His death in expiatory sacrifice for sin). (5) In <Gal. 3:23>, though the article stands before "faith" in the original, "faith" is here to be taken as under (a) above, and as in <v. 22>, and not as under (c), "the faith"; the article is simply that of renewed mention. (6) For the difference between the teaching of Paul and that of James, on "faith" and works, see Notes on Galatians, by Hogg and Vine, pp. 117-119.

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words)

(Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)Ps 18:30

II. What faith is not

· Hope is not faith.
Vines

HOPE (NOUN AND VERB), HOPE (FOR) 


A. Noun.


elpis ^1680^, in the NT, "favorable and confident expectation" (contrast the Sept. in <Isa. 28:19>, "an evil hope"). It has to do with the unseen and the future, <Rom. 8:24,25>. "Hope" describes (a) the happy anticipation of good (the most frequent significance), e. g., <Titus 1:2; 1 Pet. 1:21>; (b) the ground upon which "hope" is based, <Acts 16:19; Col. 1:27>, "Christ in you the hope of glory"; (c) the object upon which the "hope" is fixed, e. g., <1 Tim. 1:1>.


Various phrases are used with the word "hope," in Paul's epistles and speeches: (1) <Acts 23:6>, "the hope and resurrection of the dead"; this has been regarded as a hendiadys (one by means of two), i. e., the "hope" of the resurrection; but the kai, "and," is epexegetic, defining the "hope," namely, the resurrection; (2) <Acts 26:6,7>, "the hope of the promise (i. e., the fulfillment of the promise) made unto the fathers"; (3) <Gal. 5:5>, "the hope of righteousness"; i. e., the believer's complete conformity to God's will, at the coming of Christ; (4) <Col. 1:23>, "the hope of the Gospel," i. e., the "hope" of the fulfillment of all the promises presented in the gospel; cf. <1:5>; (5) <Rom. 5:2>, "(the) hope of the glory of God," i. e., as in <Titus 2:13>, "the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ"; cf. <Col. 1:27>; (6) <1 Thes. 5:8>, "the hope of salvation," i. e., of the rapture of believers, to take place at the opening of the Parousia of Christ; (7) <Eph. 1:18>, "the hope of His (God's) calling," i. e., the prospect before those who respond to His call in the gospel; (8) <Eph. 4:4>, "the hope of your calling," the same as (7), but regarded from the point of view of the called; (9) <Titus 1:2>, and <3:7>, "the hope of eternal life," i. e., the full manifestation and realization of that life which is already the believer's possession; (10) <Acts 28:20>, "the hope of Israel," i. e., the expectation of the coming of the Messiah. See Notes on Galatians by Hogg and Vine, pp. 248, 249.


In <Eph. 1:18; 2:12> and <4:4>, the "hope" is objective. The objective and subjective use of the word need to be distinguished, in <Rom. 15:4>, e. g., the use is subjective.


In the NT three adjectives are descriptive of "hope": "good," <2 Thes. 2:16>; "blessed," <Titus 2:13>; "living," <1 Pet. 1:3>. To these may be added <Heb. 7:19>, "a better hope," i. e., additional to the commandment, which became disannulled <v. 18>, a hope centered in a new priesthood.


In <Rom. 15:13> God is spoken of as "the God of hope," i. e., He is the author, not the subject, of it. "Hope" is a factor in salvation, <Rom. 8:24>; it finds its expression in endurance under trial, which is the effect of waiting for the coming of Christ, <1 Thes. 1:3>; it is "an anchor of the soul," staying it amidst the storms of this life, <Heb. 6:18,19>; it is a purifying power, "every one that hath this hope set on Him (Christ) purifieth himself, even as He is pure," <1 John 3:3>, RV (the apostle John's one mention of "hope").


The phrase "fullness of hope," <Heb. 6:11>, RV, expresses the completeness of its activity in the soul; cf. "fullness of faith," <10:22>, and "of understanding," <Col. 2:2> (RV, marg.).


B. Verbs.


1. elpizo ^1679^, "to hope," is not infrequently translated in the KJV, by the verb "to trust"; the RV adheres to some form of the verb "to hope," e. g., <John 5:45>, "Moses, on whom ye have set your hope"; <2 Cor. 1:10>, "on whom we have set our hope"; so in <1 Tim. 4:10; 5:5; 6:17>; see also, e. g., <Matt. 12:21; Luke 24:21; Rom. 15:12,24>.


The verb is followed by three prepositions: (1) eis, rendered "on" in <John 5:45> (as above); the meaning is really "in" as in <1 Pet. 3:5>, "who hoped in God"; the "hope" is thus said to be directed to, and to center in, a person; (2) epi, "on," <Rom. 15:12>, "On Him shall the Gentiles hope," RV; so <1 Tim. 4:10; 5:5> (in the best mss.); <6:17>, RV; this expresses the ground upon which "hope" rests; (3) en, "in," <1 Cor. 15:19>, "we have hoped in Christ," RV, more lit., "we are (men) that have hoped in Christ," the preposition expresses that Christ is not simply the ground upon whom, but the sphere and element in whom, the "hope" is placed. The form of the verb (the perfect participle with the verb to be, lit., "are having hoped") stresses the character of those who "hope," more than the action; "hope" characterizes them, showing what sort of persons they are. See TRUST.


2. proelpizo ^4276^, "to hope before" (pro, "before," and No. 1), is found in <Eph. 1:12>.#


3. apelpizo ^560^, lit., "to hope from" (apo, and No, 1): see DESPAIR.

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words) (Copyright (C) 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

Hope is "favorable and confident expectation."  It has to do with the unseen and the future, <Rom. 8:24,25>. Hope is "the happy anticipation of good."

It is similar to faith in that it deals with the unseen but it is an expectation or anticipation; faith is the assurance or evidence, that says "It is mine, now."

· Hope is necessary, but not sufficient. 

· Hope says "I'll have it some day".  Faith says "I have it now".  Mark 11:22-24 says 

22
"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. [Or, have the faith of God, the God-kind of faith]

23
"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.

24
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.

III. What is the purpose of faith?

Not to get what we want.

To please God.  Eph 5:10 and find out what pleases the Lord.

Heb 11:2,6 

2
This is what the ancients were commended for.

6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Rom 4:18-22

18
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be."

19
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-- since he was about a hundred years old-- and that Sarah's womb was also dead.

20
Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,

21
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.

22
This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness."

John 11:40

40
Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"

Matt 8:8-10

8
The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.

9
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."

10
When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.

IV.  Where does faith come from?

· Three kinds of faith.

1. Natural, human faith which is based on what is seen.

2. Supernatural faith, a.k.a., the gift of faith.

3. Spiritual faith, which is based on the Word of God.

The latter two types of faith always come from God.  Supernatural faith is a gift given as the Spirit wills.  Spiritual faith, the "normal" kind of faith studied here, is born in our spirit by the Holy Spirit as we interact with the Holy Spirit through reading His Word.

Heb 12:2

2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,… 

John 1:1,14

1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

14
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us…

Eph 2:8

8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--

Rom 12:3

3
For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.

Rom 10:17

17
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.

17
So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (KJV)

17 So faith comes by hearing [what is told], and what is heard comes by the preaching [of the message that came from the lips] of Christ, the messiah [himself]. (Amplified Bible)

Example: 

Acts 14:6-10

6
But they found out about it and fled to the Lycaonian cities of Lystra and Derbe and to the surrounding country,

7
where they continued to preach the good news.

8
In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth and had never walked.

9
He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed
10
and called out, "Stand up on your feet!" At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.

V. How do we increase our faith

Remember that Vine's said faith is a conviction based upon what is heard... 
Rom 10:17

17
So faith comes by hearing…the message…of Christ… (Amplified Bible)

VI.  How do we release our faith?

Since God is... the author and perfecter of our faith (Heb 12:2) let us approach faith as he does.

· Abide in the Word

John 15:7

7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.

John 8:31-32

31
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

32
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."

· Meditate on the Word

Josh 1:8

8
Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

· Say the word.

God does nothing apart from His Word.  Everything was created through the Word [Jesus].

John 1:1,3

1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

3
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

Gen 1:3

3
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light.

Ps 33:6

6
By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

2 Cor 4:13

13 It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak,

· Do the Word

James 2:17-26

17
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.

18
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.

19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder.

20
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?

21
Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar?

22
You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.

23
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend.

24
You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone.

25
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?

26
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

2 Cor 5:7

7
We live by faith, not by sight.

Scriptures to build your faith

Ps 9:9-10

9
The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 

10
Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.

Ps 32:10

10
Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD's unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him.   

Ps 33:18-19

18
But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, 

19
to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.   

Ps 34:1-8

1
I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. 

2
My soul will boast in the LORD; let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 

3
Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together. 

4
I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears. 

5
Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame. 

6
This poor man called, and the LORD heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles. 

7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them. 

8
Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in him.   

Ps 34:22

22
The LORD redeems his servants; no one will be condemned who takes refuge in him.   

Ps 40:4

4
Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods.   

Ps 78:5-7

5
He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, 

6
so the next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. 

7
Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.   

Ps 84:5

5
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage.   

Ps 84:12

12
O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.   

Ps 112:7-8

7
He will have no fear of bad news; his heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

8
His heart is secure, he will have no fear; in the end he will look in triumph on his foes.   

Ps 118:8-9

8
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. 

9
It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes.   

Ps 125:1

1
Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever.   

Ps 147:11

11
the LORD delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.   

Prov 3:5

5
Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;   

Prov 14:26

26
He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.   

Prov 22:19

19
So that your trust may be in the LORD, I teach you today, even you.   

Prov 28:25

25
A greedy man stirs up dissension, but he who trusts in the LORD will prosper.   

Prov 29:25

25
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.   

Prov 30:5

5
"Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.   

Isa 7:9

9
The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is only Remaliah's son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.'"

Isa 26:3

3
You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you.   

Isa 30:15

15
This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: "In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.   

Isa 57:13

13
When you cry out for help, let your collection save you! The wind will carry all of them off, a mere breath will blow them away. But the man who makes me his refuge will inherit the land and possess my holy mountain."   

Jer 17:7-8

7
"But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 

8
He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."   

Jer 39:18

18
I will save you; you will not fall by the sword but will escape with your life, because you trust in me, declares the LORD.'"   

Nahum 1:7

7
The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him,   

Matt 9:22

22
Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment.   

Matt 21:21-22

21
Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and it will be done. 

22
If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer."   

Mark 9:23-24

23
"`If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes." 

24
Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"   

Mark 11:23-24

23
"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, `Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 

24
Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.   

Luke 7:50

50
Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace."   

Luke 8:48-50

48
Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace." 

49
While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 

50
Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."   

John 11:25-27

25
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 

26
and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

27
"Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."   

Acts 3:16

16
By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all see.   

Acts 26:18

18
to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.'   

Rom 1:16-17

16
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

17
For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."   

Rom 4:1-25

1
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 

2
If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about-- but not before God. 

3
What does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

4
Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 

5
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. 

6
David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 

7
"Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

8
Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never count against him." 

9
Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham's faith was credited to him as righteousness. 

10
Under what circumstances was it credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 

11
And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 

12
And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

13
It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 

14
For if those who live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 

15
because law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring-- not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 

17
As it is written: "I have made you a father of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed-- the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were. 

18
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

19
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead-- since he was about a hundred years old-- and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 

20
Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 

21
being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 

22
This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 

23
The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, 

24
but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-- for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 

25
He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.   

Rom 5:1

1
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,   

Rom 10:6-10

6
But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, `Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 

7
"or `Who will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 

8
But what does it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: 

9
That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

10
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.   

Rom 11:20

20
Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid.   

Rom 11:23

23
And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.   

Rom 15:13

13
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.   

1 Cor 1:21

21
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe.   

1 Cor 2:5

5
so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.   

1 Cor 12:8-9

8
To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 

9
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,   

2 Cor 1:24

24
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.   

2 Cor 4:18

18
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Gal 3:1-29

1
You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 

2
I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 

3
Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 

4
Have you suffered so much for nothing-- if it really was for nothing? 

5
Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 

6
Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness." 

7
Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 

8
The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." 

9
So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 

10
All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 

11
Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." 

12
The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them." 

13
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." 

14
He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

15
Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 

16
The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. 

17
What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. 

18
For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. 

19
What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. 

20
A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one. 

21
Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 

22
But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe. 

23
Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. 

24
So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 

25
Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 

26
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 

27
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

29
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.   

Eph 2:8

8
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--   

Eph 6:16

16
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.   

Col 1:23

23
if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.   

Col 2:12

12
having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead.   

1Thes 2:13

13
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.   

1Thes 5:8

8
But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet.   

II Th 2:13

13
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.   

1 Tim 1:5

5
The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.   

1 Tim 4:10

10
(and for this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who believe.   

1 Tim 6:11-12

11
But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 

12
Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.   

1 Tim 6:17

17
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.   

2 Tim 4:7-8

7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 

8
Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day-- and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.   

Heb 4:1-11

1
Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to have fallen short of it. 

2
For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. 

3
Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, "So I declared on oath in my anger, `They shall never enter my rest.'" And yet his work has been finished since the creation of the world. 

4
For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: "And on the seventh day God rested from all his work." 

5
And again in the passage above he says, "They shall never enter my rest." 

6
It still remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because of their disobedience. 

7
Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through David, as was said before: "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts." 

8
For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 

9
There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 

10
for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. 

11
Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of disobedience.   

Heb 6:1

1
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God,   

Heb 6:12

12
We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised.   

Heb 10:35

35
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.   

Heb 10:38-39

38
But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him." 

39
But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.   

Heb 11

1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

2
This is what the ancients were commended for. 

3
By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 

4
By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead. 

5
By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 

6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

7
By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

9
By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 

10
For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

11
By faith Abraham, even though he was past age-- and Sarah herself was barren-- was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 

12
And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

13
All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 

14
People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 

15
If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 

16
Instead, they were longing for a better country-- a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

17
By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 

18
even though God had said to him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 

19
Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

20
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 

21
By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 

22
By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 

23
By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 

24
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

25
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 

26
He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 

27
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible. 

28
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

29
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days. 

31
By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.

32
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets,

33
who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,

34
quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.

35
Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection.

36
Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison.

37
They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated--

38
the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.

39
These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised.

40
God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect.

Heb 13:5-6

5
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 

6
So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?"   

James 1:6

6
But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.   

James 2:1-26

1
My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 

2
Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 

3
If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 

4
have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

5
Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 

6
But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 

7
Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

8
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. 

9
But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 

10
For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 

11
For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 

12
Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 

13
because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment! 

14
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 

15
Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 

16
If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 

17
In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

18
But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that-- and shudder. 

20
You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 

21
Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

22
You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 

23
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 

24
You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 

25
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

26
As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.   

1 Pet 1:5

5
who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.   

1 Pet 1:7

7
These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.   

1 Pet 1:9

9
for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.   

I Jn 5:4

4
for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.   

